SESSION DETAILS

8:00—-9:00 REGISTRATION

Sleith Hall
Continental Breakfast

9:00-9:15 WELCOME SESSION

Sleith 100

NESA President: Patricia Leavy, Stonehill College
Saeed Ghahramani, Dean of Arts and Sciences,
Western New England College

9:15-10:30 SESSION |

Session I-A 50 Years After the Cuban
Revolution: Latin America Today
Sleith 100

Moderator:
Panalists:

Maynard Seider
James W. Russell
Margaret Walsh
Ann Zulawski

How has the Cuban Revolution and the experiences of

Cuba over the past half century impacted Latin America

and the nation states that encompass it? And,
conversely, how have the recent changes in Latin
America — including the turn against neoliberalism and

the call for a “Socialism for the 21 Century” — impacted
Cuba? Where does this huge region, with its differences

and similarities, stand today in its internal relationships
and relationships with the United States? Might the
Obama administration mean a significant shift in U.S. —
Latin America relationships? These are some of the
questions that will be considered as we reflect on the
fiftieth anniversary of the triumph of the Cuban
Revolution. Our panelists will examine these questions
with a focus on their own study of Mexico,
Venenezuela, Nicaragua, and Bolivia.

Session I-B Workshop
Community Service
Sleith 103

Patricia Leavy, Stonehill College. Using Arts-
Based Research to Make Micro-Macro Links in
Sociology Classes.

In this presentation | explore the utility of arts-based
research practices for making micro-macro links. |
suggest that arts-based practices are particularly useful
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for engaging students and helping them express micro-
macro connections. For example, in research methods
courses, individual interview data on a host of topics
(people’s experience of race and gender, body image,
attraction, dating and romantic love) can be situated
within the context of mass media by combining
traditional data analysis with collage making. In
sociology of gender courses, a literature review can be

expressed in both traditional form and via collage, script

writing, short story writing or poetical works. In a

popular culture course arts-based research can be used

to increase media literacy, therby making connections

between the mass-mediated context and our individual

use of media. Arts-based research has the potential to
help sociology students understand, in a meaningful
way, the fundamental sociological idea of “life in
context.”

Mari Dias, Johnson & Wales University:
Combining Arts, Activism, and Community in an

I ntroductory Sociology

Midnight Cry.

This workshop provides an overview of a community
service-learning project conducted during the winter
2009 trimester in an Introductory Sociology class. This
project utilizes the art of film making as pedagogue in
teaching sociology, presented through a documentary

produced in conjunction with community organizations

and sociology students. This workshop focuses on the

use of arts in increasing activism in the community. This

is accomplished through the integration of community
service-learning projects as an optional course
requirement in Introductory Sociology classes.

Session I-C: Education
Sleith 105
Convener:

Chiwen Bao: Experiencing Agency: How
Students Develop Capacities for Academic
Engagement and Achievement in the Context of
Classrooms and High Stakes Testing.

How and why do students become disengaged and de-

motivated in school? | investigate these long-standing
questions by examining how students’ attitudes and
behaviours are manifestations of how they sense
agency. Through ethnographic methods and in-depth
interviews, | explore how specific contexts of math
classes and high stakes testing facilitates students’
establishing a sense of agency to stay engaged and
motivated in their work, and ultimately achieve.

Moreover, racial, class, and gender dynamics emerge in

pattern’s of student development where students with
greater privileges are exposed to enhanced

opportunities to establish a stable and productive sense

of agency.
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Rosalind Kopfstein, Western CT State University
and Carolyn Messner, Cancer Care: Training
Adjunct Faculty: A Course for Part-Timers in
Higher Education.

Colleges and universities rely on adjunct faculty to teach
many courses in their academic programs. However,
many of these adjunct instructors have not had any
formal instruction in the basics of college level teaching.
This presentation will offer information about a course
taught by the authors to enhance the knowledge and
highlight the skills needed in teaching in higher
education. The authors will hare their objectives and
goals, syllabus information, specific sociological content
areas, and assignments included in their course to
develop high-quality adjunct instructors. The syllabus,
developed by the presenters, offers critical areas of
college instruction with a toolkit.

Charles, Grenier, Louisiana State University: The
Role of Sociologists in Schools of social Work: A
Descriptive Profile Analysis.

This study uses survey data to describe the role of
sociologists working in graduate schools of social work
in the United States, and to determine the extent to
which they are engaged in what Mills called humanistic
sociology. Social work Education involves the
preparation of students to take an active role in
improving societal welfare, at all levels — from the
individual to the system at large. Sociologists
apparently play an integral part in this process, and the
goal of this study was to learn something about what
they do: What courses they teach, their areas of
specialization, their publications, and any other unique
assignments. School missions statements, program
goals, and academic requirements were studies to
assess the professor’s commitment to social welfare and
social change. Conclusions are drawn from frequency
distributions and a content analysis of key individual
indicators.
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Session I-D —ldentity
Sleith 107
Convener: Michaela Simpson

Beth Skott, University of Bridgeport: TaeKwon
Do Training — Social Psychological Identity
Formation in the Do-Jo.

Both identity and the Martial Arts have been studied
extensively in the Social Sciences, however, to date
these concepts have not been empirically combined.
The goal of this research is to systematically explore
identity creation and maintenance in a beginner Tai
Kwon Do class at a small private university. Data was
gathered qualitatively, through ethnographic participant
observation, and quantitatively, through a survey.
Members of the Tae Kwon Do class developed a
collective group identity that fits well with the key
tenants of Social Identity Theory.

Brian Harbarugh, Western New England College:
Media Portrayals of Masculine Identity.

This presentation examines how masculinity is
presented to different audiences through media.
Specifically, this paper examines how masculinity is
portrayed to children through episodes of Mr. Rogers’
Neighborhood, to women through Harlequin Romance
novels, and to men through professional wrestling. By
engaging the sociological imagination, | attempt to link
everyday portrayals of masculinity to the larger
structures that shape men’s lives.

Gabriel Aquino, Westfield State College
Socialization through social Networks Sites: Does
Facebook increase group interaction across race,
class and gender — Or is it just a bulletin board for
parties?

The use of social network sites (SNS) has increased the
number of social ties among network users both online
and offline (Zhao 2006). Yet, do the sites increase the
level of interaction for all individuals involved or are
there differences in how these sites are used? This
analysis focuses on the use of Facebook and the level of
friendships by race and gender, using the Level of
Friendliness Scale and the Aspects of Identity Scale
controlling for race, class, and gender. The data were
collected from a survey conducted on 150 college
students and 20 short personal interviews.
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10:45-12:00 SESSION II
Key Note Speaker

Sleith 100

Stephen Pfohl is a Professor of Sociology at Boston
College where he teaches courses in social theory,
deviance and social control, women’s studies, cultural
studies, postmodernism, psychoanalysis, criminology,
and the sociology of art. Dr. Pfohl received his B.A. from
The Catholic University of America (1971), M.A. and
Ph.D. (1976) from Ohio State University, and completed
a Postdoctoral Fellowship at Yale University (1981-82).
His book, Predicting Dangerousness: The social
construction of psychiatric reality, was published in 1978
by D.C. Heath, while a first edition of Images of
Deviance and Social Control: a sociological history, was
published by McGraw-Hill in 1985. In 1992, , Dr. Pfohl’s
Death at the Parasite Cafe: Social Science (Fictions) &
the Postmodern was published by St. Martin's Press. Dr.
Pfohl is also the author of numerous articles and
chapters on topics ranging from child abuse, criminal
violence and mental health policy, to critical health
theory, poststructuralist sociology, and the politics of
postmodern culture.

12:15-1:15 LUNCH

Rivers Memorial Hall

12:30-2:30 BOOK SALES

Outside Sleith 100

1:15-1:45 POSTER SESSION

Posters are displayed in Sleith Hall.
Presenters are encouraged to be with
their posters to be able to answer any
inquiries.
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Justin Mitchell, Bridgewater State College: Urban
Design for Healthy Living in Somerville, MA.

What can we learn about urban design for healthy living
from Somerville, Massachusetts, and what principles
can be reiterated in other communities for making a
better working urban center?

| am hypothesizing that there are ways that urban
design can be used to in fact make a community
healthier (i.e. reduce violent crime, heart attacks,
obesity, depression and so on), and that Somerville is at
the cutting edge of this. The implications of this are
important because it is what urban design must strive
for and will lead to discussion of what other aspects of
life can be “designed for”.

The following posters are from Roger Williams
College.

Alice Bird: Racism and Sexism: Media Portrayals
of the 2008 Democratic Primaries.

This research project focuses on how the media
portrayed Senator Barack Obama and Senator Hillary
Clinton during the 2008 Democratic primaries. |
propose that the way that the media represented each
candidate was important to the results. Through
context analysis, this project examines the language
used and the type of news that was reported about
each candidate. It also looks at how much race and
gender is discussed and to what degree. Between the
dates of January 1, 2008 and June 20, 2008, one
hundred articles will be studied from four selected
newspapers across the country.

Erica Galvin: What effects does tracking have on
elementary student learning and self-identity?
This study will look at the effects tracking has on
elementary student learning and self-identity. Through
ethnography, four reading groups of various levels will
be analyzed. This will occur over a two-month period.
Student behavior within each group will be observed as
well as scrutiny to gender and/or race difference among
skill groups. | will understand the social and educational
dynamic of each skill group through ethnographic
review. Each skill group will be analyzed and compared
based upon student behavior, willingness to work
together as a group, and the overall success of the
group. This research will also include two interviews. My
cooperating teacher and principal at the school that |
am working have volunteered to participate in these
interviews which will allow for further insight into
tracking in elementary school classrooms.
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Katherine Gaspar: Urban Expressions

This project looks at how graffiti transforms the walls
and spaces of cities across urban America, an in-your-
face reflection of city-life. The research project
examines how graffiti reflects and affects the dynamics
of social interaction within an urban environment. The
research analyzes the thematic content of graffiti found
throughout Providence, Rhode Island, as well as the
surrounding physical and social environment. This
project employs ethnographic field research and
interviews that explores social interactions between
graffiti, the artists who create it, and those who live and
work in the city. | propose that people living within the
city hold many different and opposing perceptions of
graffiti, which have an affect on the quality of life.

Emerson Goodman: Check One: Male, Female, or
Other (A Content Analysis).

Transgender issues have been shown in the media for
the past four decades. This study will observe how the
media portrays transgender, transsexual, and
transvestite issues in America. The reasons why
transgender individuals do fit into any set gender
category, as well as the general attitude of the American
public on transgender issues will be examined. A total of
100 articles will be taken from a daily American
newspaper, dating from 1970 to 2008. These articles
will be examined in a content analysis to discover if
there have been any changes throughout the four
decades in the way transgenderism is discussed in the
American media.

Jessica Hirshon: Building Trust in Alcoholics
Anonymous.

This research examines the interaction that occurs
between members of the organization Alcoholics
Anonymous, as well as the social bond that these
members create. Through interviews and participant
observation | will analyze how it is that people build
trust and relationships through AA, and how these
members who are essentially strangers help each other
through an extremely difficult process. In order to
understand the kind of social interaction that occurs at
AA meetings, | will be analyzing the participant’s
behaviors and attitudes in approximately six meetings.

Kayla Leonard: Social Identity, Community
Dynamics, and Sense of Place of an Island
Community.

This research depicts the idea that the place an
individual is raised plays an strong role in their personal
identity. The objective is to examine the lives of people
from a popular island off the eastern coast of the United
States. The focus is to learn what social and cultural

THE SOCIOLOGICAL IMAGINATION

SESSION DETAILS

variables exist on this particular island and any impact
on the residents. Furthermore, this research topic will
delve into the lives of parents and their adult offspring,
and explore any generational differences that arise. The
methods used will be interviews of ten to fifteen island
residents (past or present), focus groups, and archival
research of two local island newspapers.

Shawn Masse: The Interception of Identity and
the iPod among College Students.

The MP3 player has become one of the newest vehicles
for the expression of identity. From the songs and
videos on them to the player and accessories
themselves these MP3 players can express the user’s
identity in a number of ways. This projected looked at
the college student population, possibly the biggest
MP3 player user population. Data was obtained
through the use of interviews of fifteen different
students. The questions in these interviews focused on
the use of the MP3 player as a piece of technology, they
were followed with probe questions that related these
questions to the student’s identity.

Perry Rushton: The Social Dynamics of a Part-Time
Beach Community

| will be exploring the memories and accounts of long
term and short-term residents of a private beach
community in New England. | want to achieve a better
understanding of what being a resident of this
community really means to the individuals who live
there, and perhaps if that meaning has changed in the
past seven decades. How do these residents interpret
their community and the other people in it? The
participants in this research will be residents of the
beach and will be interviewed about their experiences
there. | plan to interview 10- 15 residents from all parts
of the beach and with varying social experiences.

Men Schiel-Logvin: Autism in the Media

This study is an analysis of how Autism has been
portrayed in the media since an article by Andrew
Wakefield was published in 1998 claiming that MMR
vaccines were the cause of Autism. The significant rise
in articles published on Autism between January 1, 1998
and December 31, 2008 was my inspiration for using
content analysis to look at 2 national newspapers as
well as 2 national magazines. By looking at the focus of
each article, whether it positively or negatively
represents Autism, as well as the language that is used |
am able demonstrate how Autism is commonly
portrayed in the media
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1:45-3:00 SESSION Ill

Session IlI-A LECTURE
Sleith 100

Omar Sierra, Consul General of the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela in Boston.

Challenging Corporate Globalization: ALBA
(Bolivarian Alternative for our America) and
Venezuel a’s Policies

Omar Sierra will discuss ALBA, a trade agreement
proposed by Venezuelan President Hugo Chavez, as a
socially progressive alternative to the neoliberal trade
pacts of the recent past. ALBA is just one of several
policies that Venezuela has initiated to promote
regional integration. Mr. Sierra, a sociologist, was
Deputy Consul in Chicago from 2005-s008, prior to
assuming his current post in Boston. Mr. Sierra was part
of the youth section of the Bolivarian Revolutionary
Movement-200 (MRB-200), created by Hugo Chavez in
the early 1990's. He has lectured at numerous
conferences and has made many presentations about
the Venezuelan political process. From his office in
Chicago, Mr. Sierra promoted people-to-people
exchange, and organized delegations of scholars,
students, community leaders, and elected officials to
visit communities and government-funded social
programs in urban and rural areas of Venezuela. Mr.
Sierra also actively promoted the establishment of Sister
Cities between Venezuela and the U.S.A.

Mr. Sierra will be introduced by Mirna M. Lascano, PhD.
Dr. Lascano, a sociologist, is a former Visiting Scholar at
the Women'’s Studies Program at Northeastern
University and an independent scholar.

Session IlI-B : Diversity, Biography, and
the Sociological Imagination
Sleith 103

Convener Mel Manson

Mitra Das, University of Massachusetts-Lowell.
Coming to America: Migration Stories as
Pedagogy.

| teach a course on Ethnicity in Massachusetts in which
students are required to present an oral and written
report of their own personal/familial immigrant history.
It is an intellectual experiment | have students engage in
and the discovery of their own ethnic/immigrant past in
enlightening and educational. But importantly, it really
illustrates what Sociological Imagination is all about.
Personal stories pumps life and make the experience
captured in the stories alive and meaningful. It gives
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students an understanding of the social context of the
event reported, the conne3ction between biography
and history. Some stories shared by students are
presented in this paper to highlight the portrait of
“Immigrant America” and the process involved in its
making.

Nancy Crofts and Marcia Orcutt, University of
Connecticut: The Demonstration of the
S%:?Io ﬁfalo Irﬁagirlmtiop irr]n 'It'e%chging % Dtivlersg N
Stude opulation.

This proposal addresses the special use of the
sociological imagination when teaching sociology to a
diverse student population. The CAP program is
designed to help prepare students “at risk” for their
freshman year of college. The program includes an
intense summer session with course work, meetings,
field trips, and other activities. The summer of 2008
CAP program included “Introduction to Sociology” and
the following outlines how this course was the perfect
tool for understanding the “sociological imagination”
due to the diverse nature of the students. Forty percent
of the class used English as a second language, were
born or had strong ties to other nations and cultures, or
were recent immigrants. They were uniquely qualified
to understand social forces and how they help to shape
lives. Through the use of group work, essays, and
documentaries, these students were instrumental in
helping the other participants understand how our
opportunities and life courses are often shaped by
(1)where we live ; (2) the intersection of history,
biography, and society, and (3) economies beyond our
direct control. As C. Wright Mills used the U.S.
economic depression of the 1930s as an example, the
biography of these students provided much the same
insight. | propose to share theses tools and concepts.
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Session IlI-C: Workshop

Sleith 105

Rob Koegel, Keen State College.

Student Educating and Empowering for Diversity
and Safety: Using the Sociological Imagination to
Plan SEEDS on College Campuses.

This interactive presentation describes how | teach
students to question sexism, heterosexism, racism, and
related forms of violence on and off campus by using th
sociological imagination and several activist assignments
to:

e  Analyze how key institutions, popular culture,
and peer culture generate dynamics of
superiority and inferiority, insiders and
outsiders, harassers and harassed in relation
to gender, sexual orientation, and race/
ethnicity.

e  Challenge offensive student discourse and
behavior —including their own — on and off
campus

e  See themselves as truth-tellers and as change-
makers, as activists who can make the
difference, and

e Investigate resistance to change and evaluate
their effectiveness as social change agents.

Session IlI-D: Envisioning A Sociological
Imagination for Girls and Young Women:
Changing Social Identity and Developing
Social Resources.

Sleith 107

Convener

Amy Rutstein-Riley, Lesley University: Gi r | s
Studies and Media Literacy — A reflection on the
impact of a service learning project.

Body image and self-esteems concerns, critical self-
examination and social comparisons, and appearance
anxieties are experiences increasingly shared by girls
growing up in contemporary girl culture. In this
presentation | will reflect upon teaching Women in
Culture and Society, an introductory women'’s study
course with an imbedded focus on girl’s studies, media
literacy, and service learning. This course included a
service-learning component in which Lesley University
students researched, designed, and facilitated a three-
part series of body image and media literacy workshops
for girls in grades 7-9 in Cambridge Massachusetts. | will
discuss the theoretical frame, pedagogical approach,
and insights gained from this pilot project. Strategies
for further development of this curriculum and
educational approach for examining girls’ studies, body
image, and media literacy will be explored.
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Robin L. Roth, Lesley University: The Invisibility of
the Young College Mother: Moving from Private
Challenge to Social and Institutional Recognition
and Response.

The phenomenon of high rates of teen motherhood in
the past several decades in the United States has given
rise to much research and development of programs for
pregnant teenagers and teen mothers. Much of the
research and programming is focused on high school
teens and mothers with correlative attempts to enable
these young women to continue with their education to
high school completion. While much of the research of
the past two decades focuses on teen mothers in or
dropping out of high school, there is a noticeable gap in
the research on young mothers in college. In fact, a
literature review indicates that young single mothers in
college live somewhat of an invisible life: there is little
documentation of their presence, there are few
programs to provide them with supports, and they
remain marginalized among the traditional aged college
population.

3:15-4:30 SESSION IV

Session IV- A - Panel Discussion

Sleith 100: Working and Learning from the
Field: Student Reports from Latin America.
Moderator: Margaret Walsh, Keene State
College

Panelists: Jennifer Close, Annalies Spykman,
Keene State College; Olivia Levins Holden,
Catherine Moriarty, Karina Vasquez, Smith

College.

Many undergraduate students spend semesters and
more in Latin America while others embark on shorter
travel courses that often include work assignments and
family stays. What insights can students gain from their
experiences, not only about their work in the field, but
about the broader historical and social factors that
impact “their” county and Latin America as a whole?
Five students who have visited and worked in Bolivia
(tutoring students in English, volunteering at a children’s
library, and working at a large organic garden and coffee
farm) and Nicaragua (working with children and young
adults on an art project, learning self-sustaining
agricultural methods, observing intakes at a women'’s
crisis centre, visiting rural communities to host
discussions of domestic violence and issues of self-
esteem, and living in a cooperative community) will
discuss these issues and their experiences.

e
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Session IV-B New Views of Sociology
Sleith 103
Convener: Michaela Simpson

Lee Blackstone, SUNY College at Old Westbury:
Caught In History’s Web: Using The Sociological
Imagination To Understand Southern Italian
Tarantism

In The Sociological Imagination, C. Wright Mills argues
that sociologists must engage biographical and historical
problems in light of social structural concerns. | will
examine the ancient southern Italian phenomenon of
tarantism to illustrate how biography, history, and
society are interrelated, resulting in a revival of the
ritual. This study of Italian musicians and cultural
activists illustrates the metamorphosis of a stigmatized
tradition into an affirmative foundation for identity. |
conclude that tarantism remains a cultural formation
through which southern Italians negotiate personal
problems that have been shaped by the contours of
social issues such as poverty, religion, and patriarchy.

Michael Fraleigh and Jennifer Alben, Bryant
University: Reclaiming the Study of Leadership:
Sociology’s Missed Opportunity

Sociology's long tradition of examining the intersection
between individual and group behavior suggests an
obvious line of inquiry into the nature of leadership in
both formal and informal settings. Indeed, the moment
Weber asked how it is that a leader can legitimately give
a command and have actions carried out, the stage was
set for a promising research tradition that would locate
leadership squarely within a social context. Surprisingly,
that promise has yet to come to fruition; sociology has
instead often stood on the sidelines as more individual-
centered disciplines such as psychology,
communication, and management have engaged in
serious theoretical and empirical research into
leadership. This paper provides a broad overview of the
history of sociological research into leadership and sets
this against the background of such developments
within allied disciplines. We conclude with a call for a
renewed focus on the sociological study of leadership.

John Wilkes, Worcester Polytechnic Institute: Is
it Time to Establish the Field of Astrosociology?
Yes, there is a west coast movement attempting to
launch this new specialty in Sociology. The Pacific
sociological society has hosted sessions on the subject.
| was contacted and told | was a pioneer” in this field |
had never heard about before. Before attending a PSA
meeting | just considered this interest of mine a part of
the Sociology of Science and Technology or perhaps a
specialized area of policy analysis focusing on NASA and
its public support. Why the field of “ Astrosociology”
should be established before there are communities in
space to Study is a ood question, but there is a good
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answer by historical analogy to the 15th and 16th
century Age of Discovery. The important laboratories in
Portugal and Venice had already done their key work
before Columbus sailed. The story of why China did not
“discover” America is as interesting as why Spain
persisted in it efforts to colonize “ the New World” at an
appalling cost.

Nicole Cauvin and Stephen Lilley: Redirecting the
Sociology Majorwith Soci ol ogi cal
as the Entry Level Course.

In 2007, the faculty of the Sociology Department at
Sacred Heart University restructured the major to better
prepare students for what C. Wright Mills called the
‘promise ‘ of the discipline — conduct social analysis to
address “urgent public issues and insistent human
troubles.” We had to alter our approach because our
students too often compartmentalized theory and
research and failed to see the interconnection between
the personal/ local and global. As a corrective, we
replaced the introductory survey course and its brief
exposure to the subject areas of sociology with a new
course entitled, Sociological Imagination, governed
instead by exercises that require students to utilize key
sociological concepts and conduct research to trace the
troubles of men and women back to broader social
forces. In this paper, we describe the course design, its
function within the reconfigured major, and our
assessment of its effectiveness

Session IV-C Service Learning and the
Sociological Imagination

Sleith 105

Convener Ray Zucco

Sarah Antosik, Western New England College:
The Sociological Imagination and Alternative
Spring Break.

This presentation will focus on a student's recent
alternate Spring Break experience and how it connects
to the development of a sociological imagination.

Katrina Hoop, Saint Joseph’s College: Does
Service Learning Help Foster a Sociological
Imagination?

Faculty members across disciplines, including sociology,
often talk about Service Learning (SL) as an important
co-curricular factor in educating college students. Many
of use are trying to connect classroom material to
student’s experiences outside of the class by asking
students to write reflection papers, research papers,
present their findings and share their experience with
others. This experience is especially critical in the field
of sociology, for we often ground our claim that
sociology is a liberal learning experience in the
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“sociological imagination.” But does SL contribute to
developing “sociological imagination?”

If we are going to discuss the learning outcomes that we
claim can come from service learning from the
“sociology of teaching viewpoint,” we really would be
talking about how we incorporate service learning to
help students develop their sociological imaginations.
The purpose of this session is to examine the
relationship between service learning and the
development of the sociological imagination. We will
provide one example of a service learning project:
tutoring recent immigrants at Portland Adult Education,
and interviewing them on their life histories.

Ana Alejandro, Saint Joseph’s College: Using the
Sociological Imagination at Portland Adult
Education.

This presentation will address a Service Learning project
in Portland Maine. Over the course of two semesters, |
have tutored recent immigrants at the Portland Adult
Education in ESL classes. | have continued this work on
my senior thesis, where | am conducting in-depth
interviews on the life histories of 30 immigrants. | will
present some of my findings, and also address how this
experience has helped shape my sociological
imagination. Moving to a new country, for any reason,
is a major transition in anyone’s life. This experience
and research has helped me understand the challenges
that immigrants face in a new society, and has helped
me understand the major forces that shape the
individuals’ choices in their lives.

Session IV-D Potpourri
Sleith 107
Convener:

Marci Borenstein: When Parental Involvement
Becomes “School Wor k"
policies to increase parent involvement.

President Obama is calling on parent to become
involved in their children’s education: No Child Left
Behind legislation is mandating increased parent
involvement, and each year tens of millions of dollars
are being spend in New York City on a variety of
initiatives designed to increase parent involvement.
While the intrinsic value of increasing parent
involvement goes largely unchallenged by researchers,
educators, and policy makers, | draw on 18 months of
ethnographic research in two NYC elementary shools to
explore some unanticipated “costs” of involvement,
specifically those born by the schools tasked with the
job of “involving” parents.
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Gene Shackman, Ya-Lin Liu, and Xun Wang,
Global Social Change Research Project:
Measuring Progress of the World.

There are numerous projects aimed at measuring
progress of the world, for example, OECD’s The Global
Project, including “Measuring the Progress of Societies.”
These projects all include various measures such as
health, wealth, freedom, and satisfaction. In this
presentation, we show one set of indicators developed
through public domain data, and thus available for
anyone to use. These indicators, including infant
mortality rate, GDP per capita, human rights, and
inequality, correlate highly with the more proprietary
measures from major organizations, but still present a
fairly complete picture of how nations have improved,
or in some cases, declined.

Heleana Theixos, University College, Dublin:
Sympathy for the Torturer who Suffers More than
the Tortured: A look at the Socratic notion
accompanied by modern sociological research.
Socrates claims, in The Gorgias, that the person who
harms another — even torture another — suffers more
than his victim. | attempt to illuminate the Socratic
claim by looking at regret statistics among Israeli
military (self-reported), suicide statistics amongst
refugees vs. detainers, and recent suicide statistics/
shame reports amongst Iraq war soldiers

The unintended costs of




